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President’s Report  
Annual Meeting on Feb. 25, 2014 
Erlinda Panlilio 

 

The year just past was a busy one. To recap, we had six meetings in twelve months. I 

hosted the first one, in April, in my home. Cynthia Valdes was the featured speaker, 

and she spoke on Philippine earthenware pottery within a Southeast Asian context.  

 
Our June meeting was held in Anna Pamplona’s lovely home, with Dr. Victor Paz of 

the Archaeological Studies Program of the University of the Philippines, who spoke on 

“Ceramic Finds in Manila: Revisiting the Archaeology around Manila.” Dr. Paz 

shared his ideas on the archaeology of Manila, that one must “look at it as a 
continuum of changing interactions between the landscape and human 

habitation.” 

 

August found us at the residence of past treasurer Dellie Yap with Chita 
Gatbonton as speaker. Chita’s scholarly “Palayok Talk” focused on prehistoric 

earthenware pottery—its importance as a cultural index linking it with the 

cultural matrix of Southeast Asia. 

 
Our foremost OCSP scholar, avid supporter, and past president, Rita Tan, opened our eyes to the 

splendor of Tang, which was the topic of her talk at the residence of Betty Roxas-Chua last October. 

 

December was our traditional Christmas gathering for dinner hosted by the OCSP board at Rita’s 

residence, following a talk by Martin Tinio, Jr. on “Affluent Filipino Christmas-to-New Year Celebrations 
in Bicol and Manila (1920-1960).” 

 

On Saturday, February 1, 2014, members enjoyed a very informative and interesting outing to the Kaisa 

Museum in Intramuros, which focuses on the story of the Chinese in the Philippines. Best of all, we had 
Rita Tan as our special guide and speaker on the museum’s ceramic collection that she had personally 

curated. A nice fellowship lunch at the nearby Bayleaf Hotel’s 9 Spoons restaurant capped the outing.  

 

Details of these events are on our web site, where all our newsletters are uploaded, thanks to Deliza 
Ridoloso and Candy Reidenbach.  In fact, I wish to commend them for their valuable support in 

handling communications and correspondence, as well as the technical side of our meetings. They have 

backstopped Nening Manahan, who has the unenviable job of getting our speakers and securing the 

venue and food hosts.  

 
I must say I am proud of our four newsletters for 2013, for which we have received many favorable 

comments. Kudos to editor Toto Gonzalez, supported by Candy, who contributes to its writing and 

designs them. Candy also keeps our OCSP library in her office well stocked and properly inventoried. She 

was thrilled when long-time member Ethel Roberts donated her formidable stock of Arts of Asia 
magazines to our library, dating from 2003 to 2011. Ethel had also donated a set of shards to our library, 
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where students of the Archaeological Studies Program of the University of the Philippines often visit to do 

research. 

 

A special workshop on July 17 was arranged by past president Cynthia Valdes on the identification of 
19th century Chinese trade shards found in Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija by the archaeology class of Dr. Jack 

Medrana of the UP’s ASP program. Some of our members came and interacted with the students at this 

session held in the OCSP Library at the Pacific Office Machines building on EDSA, Greenhills. 

 
Despite Treasurer Dexter Go’s tight rein on our finances, the Board has found that we need to increase 

our annual membership dues to cover our expenses consisting of professional fees of accountants, rental 

of technical equipment and the service of technicians for our meetings, honoraria for speakers, and the 

services of waiters. Thank you for your understanding in this regard. Dexter has gone the extra mile of 
updating our records with the SEC and BIR. Last December, he worked with Candy’s staff in filing for our 

registration with the BIR as a tax-exempt non-stock, non-profit corporation. The requirements are 

enormous and time-consuming, and the process is ongoing. 

 

I thank our secretary Jackie Vega for her always detailed Minutes of our board and membership 
meetings.  

 

2013 was a sad year for the OCSP, as we lost our one-time president and dedicated member, Connie 

Pascal, at the end of June, and another dedicated member and one-time speaker on Kraak ware, Werner 
Troesch, who passed away at the end of November. 

 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank all members for their support and cooperation. We are likewise 

very grateful to our food contributors and our venue hosts. Last but not least, I thank my hardworking 
board for doing such a fine job that eases my own work as president. 
 
 

 

Program Reviews 
February 2014 Annual General Membership Meeting 

Date: February 25, 2014 (Tuesday) 

Speaker: Dr. Mary Jane Louise Bolunia 

Topic:  A Look at the Ceramics Collection of the Archaeology Division 

of the National Museum: In Retrospect  
 

 

Lecture of Dr. Mary Jane Louise Bolunia 

A Look at the Ceramics Collection of the Archaeology Division of the National 

Museum: In Retrospect  
Review by Candy Reidenbach  

 

Dr. Mary Jane Louise Bolunia, the 

Officer-in-Charge of the Archaeology 

Division of the National Museum gave a 

talk on the ceramics collection of the 
National Museum and recent 

developments and projects of the 

Museum. 

 
In addition to her role at the National 

Museum, Dr. Bolunia is head of the Balangay 

boat excavation and leads the research team of the 

largest unearthed sailing vessel that has been discovered 
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in Butuan.  She talked about recent discoveries, including that of a “mother ship” and of the Museum’s 

plans to set up a Maritime Heritage Park in Libertad, Butuan. 

 

She also talked about the National Museum’s work in helping to restore historical sites damaged during 
the 2013 earthquake and typhoon Haiyan/Yolanda.   

 

Lastly she focused on the main topic of her talk, the “Terrestrial Ceramics Collections” of the Archaeology 

Division.  She showed slides of pieces from the Archeology Division collection of excavated finds collected 
from archaeological sites, through donation, purchase, exchange and confiscation. 

 

Dr. Bolunia is inviting us to visit the museum.  They are open from Tuesdays to Sundays (but Sundays are 

for small groups only).  The entrance is P150.00 pesos for adults and P50.00 for students.   
 

 
 

Dr. Mary Jane Bolunia received her PhD in Anthropology from the University of the Philippines.  She is 
presently the Officer-in-Charge of the Archaeology Division of the National Museum.  She specializes in Pre-
history and Archaeology. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tall vase with a bird-head 

beneath an undulating 

mouth rim, probably a 

prototype for the 
Guangdong phoenix-headed 

ewer; North China.  Liao 

Dynasty, 906-1126 A.D. 
 

Kendi in lead glaze.  It 

has 4 ears, a tall neck, 

and a long tapering 

spout on a flanged 
mouth. Yuan Dynasty, 

14th century A.D.   
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Jar painted with brown glaze 

with scroll motif around the 
body and vertical leaf motif 

above the base, Yuan Dynasty 
 

Water ewer, lead-glazed, 

Ming Dynasty 14th-15th 

century A.D. 

Double gourd lead-glazed 

ewer with yellow mouse 

handle; Yuan Dynasty  
 

Philippine 
Earthenware pot 

with lime 

impression  
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Qing-bai bowl with 

cross-hatch design, 

Song Dynasty 
 

Bowl with lobed rim and 
molded leafy and floral 

spray motif at the center.  

Dark green glaze; Fujian, 

13th century 
 

Vietnamese blue-

and-white jarlets 
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(From L to R) Nening Manahan, 
Deliza Ridoloso, Candy Reidenbach, 

Angel Bautista, Sylvia Lichauco, 

Vicky Reidenbach, Olga Martel,  

Tina Garcia, Toto Gonzalez,  
Rosita Arcenas, & Raul Arcenas   

  (From L to R) Olga Martel, Owis Bolunia, 
Rita Tan, Sylvia Lichauco, & Alain Miailhe 

  (From L to R) Johnny Lim, 

Tina Garcia, Vicky Reidenbach, 

Pinky Troesch, Tofi Sison, Linda 

Panlilio, & Deliza Ridoloso 
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 Brigitte Miailhe de Burgh 

& Tina Garcia 

 (From L to R) Gayia Beyer, Meng Perez, Ian Fish, 

Nening Manahan, & Shirley Fish 

 Johnny Lim & 
Owis Bolunia 

Angela Quila & Tony Gutierrez   
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 Green lead-glazed 

kendis, Fujian, 

Yuan dynasty  

Qingbai bird ewer, 
Yuan period, 

Jingdezhen, Jiangxi 

province, China  

 Qingbai figures, Yuan period, 
mostly excavated in the 1960's 

in the Philippines.  Acquired from 

an early collector. 

 
March 2014 Field Trip to the Bautista Collection 
Review by Jacqueline Cancio Vega 

 
Date: March 15, 2104 (Saturday) 

Place:  Residence of Mr. Edwin Bautista.  

 

For those of us who have seen much of the world and can be blasé - jaded even 

- about life, the OCSP-members-only visit to Edwin Bautista’s 

fabulous collection can be considered one of the great treats of a lifetime. It 

was an eye opener on so many levels – Filipino santos, 
Chinese and Southeast Asian porcelain, pottery, 

antique furniture, funerary stoneware and pottery, 

paintings and much more, presented in well-appointed 

settings (and we in splendid comfort in air-conditioned 
rooms!) meant just for the different collections.  Even 

Johnny Lim who has a strong collection of Filipiniana 

and oriental ceramics could not help but speak in 

superlatives of praise about the santos collection (see 

photo on the left).  

Edwin’s collection is vast and his antique oriental 

ceramics were a visual treat for the OCSP members.  There 

were so many fine pieces coming together all at once for us to take in.    

Edwin’s daughter Angel and her mom, Cherry, were our hosts for 
the morning as Edwin was out of town. We started the 

morning in the gracious setting of their beautiful house with a 

surprise breakfast of a sumptuous spread of caviar, spreads, 

crackers and breads, cheeses, cold cuts, fruits, a barrista 
preparing coffee, teas, juices and drinks.   

For those of us who yearn for material contact with our rich 

Filipino heritage, Edwin’s comprehensive collection gives us 

hope that all has not been exported or lost through time. The 
OCSP will ask Edwin for a part two visit to the collections 

when he is in town so he can 

share with us his stories about how he 

collected the pieces, what the pieces are 

and other stories as to how this wonderful 
collection was made possible. 

We wish to extend our heartfelt Thank You! to the 

warm welcome the Bautistas gave the OCSP members 

to their beautiful home with its fabulous collections.  
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In the center is a cobalt-blue, glazed 

jarlet, Zhangzhou ware, China. 

 
On the sides are cobalt-blue, glazed 

covered boxes from Vietnam, similar to 

those found on the famous Hoi An 
shipwreck. Late 15th / early 16th century, 

late Tran dynasty, early Le dynasty. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kendis galore!       

 Blue-and-white dish decorated with a 
bird in motion, from Zhangzhou, 

China, late Ming, ca 1600 

 Tofi Sison standing in front of a 

cabinet containing large blue-and-
white plates of Zhangzhou ware 

(Swatow). All either have animal or 

human figures – which are rare in 
Zhangzhou plates since most 

Zhangzhou plates have floral designs. 

These were excavated mostly from 
Iloilo. 
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 OCSP members admiring the big variety 

of well-preserved antique santos from 
the 17th to the 19th centuries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The OMG room     

Gasps of "Oh my God!" were 

heard when members entered 
this jaw-dropping room of 

Edwin's fantastic ceramic 

collection 

 Blue-and-white covered boxes from 

Vietnam, excavated in the Philippines.  

Similar pieces have been found in the 
famous Hoi An wreck, late 15th / early 
16th century 



Newsletter of the Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines Page 11  
 

Angel Bautista’s favorite piece since 
she was a child is a ewer with a 

circular hard grey body and pierced 

“grotto” design.  The design depicts 
a scholar under a willow tree. It is 

from the Yuan dynasty, from 

Jingdezhen, Jiangxi. It is 11.5 cm in 
height and 11 cm in diameter, with 

an unglazed base. This piece was 

featured in the OCSP book Chinese 
and South-east Asian White Ware 

Found in the Philippines (Oxford 
University Press, 1993)   

Colleen Mangun in front of several 
blue-and-white bowls and a large dish 

with blue glaze and slip decoration, 

Zhangzhou, Fujian, Ca 16th – 17th 
Century      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Philippine earthenware 
pottery burial vessels 

 

 Willy Villareal studying several 
pieces of Filipino anting-anting 

(charms or amulets) made of cloth 

in various forms such as undershirts, 

bandannas, handkerchiefs, stoles or 
wraps, etc. 
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Edwin Bautista is a long-time member of the OCSP.  His collection of ceramics includes over a thousand 
pieces, all excavated or recovered from shipwrecks within the Philippines.  These were collected 

over a 25-year period.  Edwin started his collection at an early age of 27.   
 
The collection initially focused on kendis and ewers but has since grown to include all types 
of Chinese, Vietnamese and Thai ceramics from the Five Dynasties period up to the Ming 

Dynasty. 
 

The collection is particularly strong in the early Guangdong, Yueh, lead-glazed, 
Qingbai (Chingpai) figures, and blue/white Zhangzhou ware (Swatow) areas.  
Around a hundred items from the collection have 
been published in various publications here and 
abroad. 

 
His collection includes Phoenix-headed ewers from the 10th century, dozens of carabao 
mini Qingbai ewers, half-moon blue-and-white Ming flask, etc. 

 
The Philippine pottery section is also strong, with Maitum heads/jars and Isla Higantes 
presentation dishes well represented. 
 
Edwin was a co-author of the book: Chinese and Southeast Asian Greenware found in 
the Philippines by Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines, Rita C. Tan, Josefina P. 
Manahan and Edwin R. Bautista (1991), Catalog issued in connection with the Third 
Members' Exhibition held at the Ayala Museum February 26, 1991 in cooperation with 
The National Museum and Ayala Foundation 

 

 
 

 

 A ewer with a phoenix head, 
ribbed neck, and incised floral 

design, from Xicun, Guangdong 

 
It is very similar to the piece on 

the cover of the OCSP publication, 

Guangdong Ceramics: From 
Butuan and Other Philippine Sites 
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Newsletter Features 

Local Events/ 
OCSP Member’s Activities 
Book Launch and Exhibit: Of War and Peace: Lantakas and Bells  

in Search of Foundries in the Philippines 
By Candy Reidenbach 

OCSP member William-Alain Miailhe de Burgh 
co-wrote a book on Philippine lantakas (small 

culverins or brass cannons) entitled "Part One, 

Lantaka: From 16th to 19th Centuries”.  The 

book is part of a two-volume set which was 
launched last March 4, 2014 at the Museum of 

the Filipino People (National Museum). 

 

There was also an exhibit that accompanied the 

book launching.  It showed various lantakas and 
church bells.   

 

As an article in the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
describes (Heritage books, exhibit on ancient cannons 

and bells, By Lester Babiera, March 3rd, 2014): 

 

The two books are published by the UST Publishing House. “Part One, Lantaka: From 16th to 19th 

Centuries,” by William-Alain Miailhe de Burgh and Fe B. Mangahas, traces the provenance, 

development, and use of the lantaka, the native Filipino cannon. 
 

“Part Two, Bagting: The Valuation of Time and Memory in 

Spanish Colonial Philippines”, by Regalado Trota Jose, is a 

historical study and survey of Spanish church bells throughout 
the archipelago. 

 

Although they focus on different 

topics, each volume is one-half of a 

collaborative effort to determine 
the location of foundries in the 

Philippines and investigate any 

implication that they may have on 

Philippine history and culture. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Sixteenth to 19th century lantakas (small culverins or brass 

cannons) on display at the Museum of the Filipino People.  

 
(Photo credit: The Facebook page of the National Museum of 

the Philippines  
https://www.facebook.com/nationalmuseumofthephilippines)

http://lifestyle.inquirer.net/153072/heritage-books-exhibit-on-ancient-cannons-and-bells-to-be-launched
http://lifestyle.inquirer.net/153072/heritage-books-exhibit-on-ancient-cannons-and-bells-to-be-launched
https://www.facebook.com/nationalmuseumofthephilippines
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Committee Reports & Announcements  

Program 
Calendar 
 

These are the scheduled dates of our future activities and meetings.   
 
 

 

April 29, 2014 

Regular Meeting 
Show & Tell – a workshop on Green-glazed ceramics 

 
 

 

May 17, 2014 

Field trip 
To view the collection of Chita Gatbonton at her home 

 
 

June 24, 2014 
Regular Meeting 

Speaker: Pinky Troesch, on Kraak ware 

 
 
 

August 26, 2014 Tuesday 

Regular Meeting 

Speaker: Ambeth Ocampo, on Luzon jars 

 
 

 

October 28, 2014 (tentative) 

Regular Meeting 

Speaker: Edwin Bautista 

 
 
 

December 11, 2014 

Regular Meeting and OCSP Christmas Party 

Speaker: Angela Quila, on Zhangzhou ware 
 
 

 

 

Membership 
New Members 

We are happy to welcome several new members to the OCSP: The Arcenas family, husband and wife Raul 
Arcenas and Johanna Klinge Arcenas, and Raul’s brother, Loi Arcenas.  Raul and Loi’s mother, Rosita 

Arcenas also joined.  She is based in Cebu but she has already joined us in several OCSP activities.   

 

Two daughters of OCSP members also joined, May Taylor who is the daughter of our member Martha 
Taylor, and Angel Bautista, the daughter of another member, Edwin Bautista. 

 

We would like to welcome Brigitte Miailhe de Burgh, wife of William-Alain Miailhe de Burgh and 

mother-in-law of Sevrine Miailhe, who recently formalized her membership.  The last new members are 
Petty Benitez-Johannot, Jaime Laya, and Tony Gutierrez. 

 

 

Hosting & Logistics 
We would like to thank our hosts for the February 2014 General Membership Meeting and for our March 

2014 Field Trip.  Thank you, Tina Garcia and Angel Bautista, for welcoming us to your homes.  We 
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would like to thank our dinner hosts for the February meeting.  Thank you, Tina Roces Garcia, Mary 

Garlicki, Dexter Go, Toto Gonzalez, Nening Manahan, Olga Martel, Pilar Martinez, Linda Panlilio, 

Maria Pedrosa, Deliza Ridoloso, Tofi Sison, and Anne Wennagel.  

 
 

Library 
By Candy Reidenbach 

 

New Donations 
We received an unexpected package this March, a big carton filled with books.  Ian and Shirley Fish sent 

over to our OCSP Library 67 books and publications.  The books are a mix of art books, history books 
(mostly WWII and Philippine history), Philippine culture books, some archaeological books, several digests 

of papers from the National Museum of the Philippines, and even 2 books of Philippine bird watching.  

There is also a book by Lourdes Montinola, Breaking the Silence, a war memoir about her experience at 

the end of the Japanese occupation. 
 

My co-librarian, Deliza dove right 

in and started reading.  A nice 

and surprising addition to our 
society’s library. 

 

For interested members, we can 

provide a complete listing of the 

books, upon request.  You can 
email us at info@ocsphil.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archives 
Barbara Davis sent over a package containing records of the OCSP board during her time as President and 

Board member. 

 

 
Come and visit the OCSP Library!   

 

Our library is housed at the Pacific Office Machines Building, 28 EDSA, Greenhills, San Juan City, Metro 

Manila.  Visits to the OCSP Library are by appointment.  You can contact our librarians, Deliza Ridoloso or 
Candy Reidenbach at info@ocsphil.org or call them at (+632) 722-6970. 

 

 

mailto:info@ocsphil.org
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Newsletter 
Our photographers for this newsletter were Deliza Ridoloso, Gayia Beyer, and 
Candy Reidenbach.  Thank you to Deliza and Gayia for all the help.  You took the 

best pictures.   

 

Thank you to Linda Panlilio for helping to proofread this issue of the OCSP 
newsletter.  Your very sharp eyes 

caught many typos.   

 

Thank you also to new contributor, 
Jackie Vega, who wrote an article for 

this issue.  Thank you, Angela Quila, 

Angel Bautista, and Cynthia Valdes 

for helping with the captions on the 
article on Edwin Bautista’s collection. 

       

Our newsletter Editor-In-Chief is Toto 

Gonzalez. 

 
Please send your contributions, suggestions, and feedback to Candy Reidenbach, Newsletter Assistant-

Editor, at newsletter@ocsphil.org or +63 917 859 4331.  Or you can send your messages to Toto 

Gonzalez via his Facebook page.   

 
In particular, we are looking for contributions for the new feature, MY FAVORITE PIECE.  Please tell us 

about your favorite piece in your collection.  If you have a photo handy, please include this with your 

contribution, or we can schedule a visit where we can photograph your piece. 

 
 

Past issues of the OCSP Newsletter can be downloaded and viewed from our web site: 

http://www.ocsphil.org/oriental-ceramic-philippines-newsletter-2 

 

 
 

OCSP Board of Directors for 2014-2015 
 

Below is the composition of the newly elected OCSP board. 

 

Name Officer Position Committee Chairperson 

Erlinda E. Panlilio President  

Deliza Ridoloso Vice President,  

Corresponding Secretary 

Library/Archives 

Dexter Go Treasurer  

Jacqueline Vega Recording & Corporate Secretary  

Augusto Gonzalez III  Newsletter Editor-in-chief 

Candy Reidenbach  Library/Archives,  
Assistant Newsletter Editor 

Nening Manahan ex officio Programs Committee.  

Mary Garlicki  Membership 

Angela Quila  Logistics & Hosting Committee 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:newsletter@ocsphil.org
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How to contact OCSP 
There are many ways to get in touch with us. We have started to use more electronic means of 

communication.  We have our web site, which is interesting to see because it has a list of all of our past 
publications, and is also where we archive our monthly newsletters.  We recently set up a Facebook page, 

for more “current events”.  Please like our Facebook page so that you can get updates when we have 

events.  Click on this link (www.facebook.com/ocsphil) or look for Oriental Ceramic Society of the 

Philippines on Facebook. 

 
 

Below is a complete list of ways to get in touch with us: 

MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 80, Dasmariñas Village, Makati City, Metro Manila 

TWITTER:  @orientalceramic 
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/ocsphil 

WEB SITE:  www.ocsphil.org 

EMAIL ADDRESS: info@ocsphil.org 

NEWSLETTER EMAIL: newsletter@ocsphil.org 

http://www.facebook.com/ocsphil
http://www.facebook.com/ocsphil
http://www.ocsphil.org/
mailto:info@ocsphil.org
mailto:newsletter@ocsphil.org

