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Program Reviews 
December 2013 

Date: December 4, 2013 (Wednesday) 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Place:  Residence of Mrs. Rita Tan 
 

Speaker: Martin Imperial Tinio, Jr. 

Topic: Affluent Filipino Christmases Past (1920-1960) 

 

 

Lecture of Martin “Sonny” Imperial Tinio Jr.  

& OCSP Christmas Party 

Affluent Filipino Christmases Past 
Review by Toto Gonzalez  

 

It is a longstanding tradition of the OCSP that the talk during its annual Christmas party NOT be about 
Oriental ceramics, for a change. So last Christmas 2013, OCSP President Linda E Panlilio and OCSP 

pioneer Nening P Manahan thought of inviting top Filipiniana historian and scholar Martin Imperial 

Tinio Jr., known in social circles as "Sonny," to give a talk on a topic of his choice, and he decided that 

he would talk about affluent Filipino Christmases past. 
 

Sonny comes from great landowning 

families from Nueva Ecija, the Tinios, 

and from Bicol, the Imperials. Sonny 
reminisced about the traditional, 

elegant, understated, yet luxurious 

Christmas celebrations of his two 

clans. He remembered the 

Christmases of his youth at the 
sprawling San Francisco del Monte villa 

of his maternal grandfather, Senator 

Domingo Imperial: the chilly weather, 

the gardens and the plants, the ponds 
and the fishes, the games children 

played, the numerous household staff, 

the delicious food and the special Bicol 

delicacies that were prepared constantly, and the Christmas Eve masses.  
 

Sonny described the passing years and ended with how Christmas is now celebrated with his family: in 

Baguio city, still with lots of good food, and with the many young members of the Tinio-Imperial family. 

mailto:info@ocsphil.org
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(From L to R) Marlene Krishnan, Chichi Laperal, Tina 
Garcia, guest, Seb Garcia, & Johnny Lim 

Pinky Go 

 

Sonny's talk was nostalgic 

for the OCSP members, 

many of whom share the 
same kind of affluent family 

background. He brought 

back many happy 

memories of Christmases 
past and it was certainly a 

very enjoyable evening for 

the OCSP. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photos from the OCSP Christmas Party 
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Dexter & Pinky Go  

Nina Dizon &  
Candy Reidenbach   

Malu Unson,  

Sylvia Lichauco, & 

Sonny Tinio    

Gayia Beyer,  

Colleen Mangun, 
& Meng Perez    

 (Clockwise from left) Ninit Paterno, Lourdes 

Montinola, Ian Fish, Shirly Fish, Nina Dizon, 

Nening Manahan, & Ane Miren Dowdall 

 Petteri Makitalo, Linda 
Panlilio, & Johan Go 
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Ewer with floral design 

in thread relief, White 

glaze, Dehua kiln, 

Fujian, Northern Song, 
HT- 7.8 cm. 

 

 

 

At the December event, the OCSP members took up a collection to 
donate to the victims of Typhoon Haiyan/Yolanda through the Philippine 

Red Cross.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

February 2014 Field Trip 
Review by Candy Reidenbach  

 
Date: February 1, 2014 

Place:  Kaisa Heritage Center 

#32 Anda cor. Cabildo Streets, Intramuros, 1002 Manila 
Followed by lunch at The Bayleaf Intramuros Hotel 

 

 

OCSP members and guests had a field trip to Intramuros, Manila to visit 
the Kaisa Heritage Center to see their museum and the ceramic gallery.  

The location of the museum already has a very interesting historical context, 

since this was near the actual “China town” or “Parian” during the time of the 

Spanish period. Since the streets and many of the buildings within the walled 
city are from that era, just being there makes one begin to feel immersed in 

history. 

 

For those members who were not able to make it, 

you missed a very interesting and fun activity. It is 
not every day that we get a personal tour by the 

curator of the museum (Mrs. Rita Tan) and where we 

were allowed to handle the museum pieces.  Very 

cool. No less than well-known historian and Ateneo 
professor (also OCSP member) Ambeth Ocampo 

served as Rita’s assistant in taking out and returning 

the valuable antique ceramics to their cases. 

 
 

Kaisa is a repository of the historical and cultural 

legacy of the Chinese in the Philippines.  Its museum, 

Bahay Tsinoy, depicts the life history of Chinese 

Filipinos starting from Philippine prehistory to date.  It 

houses cultural materials such as pictures, rare prints, 

ceramics, and a rare Philippine shell collection. 
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The visit started with a tour of the Kaisa’s 

Bahay Tsinoy museum, on the history of 

Chinese in the Philippines.  Our tour guide was 

Mr. Ang Chak Chi, or Chuck for short.  He is a 
former president of the Kaisa Heritage Center.  

He walked us through the history of Chinese 

trade and immigration and cultural interaction 

from Philippine-Chinese prehistory to modern 
times.  
 
Many of the members’ 

main interest was to 

see the ceramic 
collection, but the 

Bahay Tsinoy is worth 

the visit for anyone 

interested in Philippine 

history and culture.  
They had full-size re-

creations of actual photographs of Spanish era market scenes. 

 

We ended the museum visit at the ceramics gallery.  This is where Rita took over 
and gave us an introductory lecture.  She explained that the pieces were selected 

to reflect the breadth of types of Chinese ceramics found in the Philippines, from 

the 10th to the 17th centuries.   

 
As we walked around the display cases, Rita’s assistant for the day, Ambeth 

Ocampo, took out exhibition pieces from the cabinets so that we could examine 

them up close.   
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Local Events/ 
OCSP Member’s Activities 
Excavations & the Related Exhibit of Finds 
 

Aging Malate church still packs a surprise 

Restoration work digs up 10th century artifacts 
By Erika Sauler 
Philippine Daily Inquirer  | November 2nd, 2013  

When a significant number of human bones and ceramics 

were unearthed during the ongoing restoration of Malate 

Catholic Church in Manila, heritage conservationists called 
archaeologists in to sift through the materials and supervise subsequent diggings. 

The resulting collection, including fragments of Chinese Ching-Pai porcelain developed in the 10th century 

and ceramics bearing the mark of late 1800s British manufacturers, earned the church area the 

unexpected distinction of being the first archaeological site ever found in that district. 

“A lot of what we know about Malate is based on written words. It’s always nice to have the material 

evidence, the actual materials that were created, developed and manufactured during that time,” 

archaeologist Eliza Romualdez-Valtos told the Inquirer during an exhibit at the church in late October. 

Rescue archaeology 

The Heritage Consultancy Group led by Valtos conducted rescue archaeology, or the salvage of materials 
being dug up in the course of land development, as opposed to regular archaeology which actively looks 

for answers to research questions. 

 “Our accession number (provided by the National Museum) for the site code is T1, meaning this is the 

first archaeological site in Malate,” Valtos said. 

Further analysis will be conducted as the archaeologists have just finished the recovery, an effort that 

began about five months ago. 

Architect Mico Manalo, project director of Escuela Taller Intramuros, which supervises the Malate Church 

restoration, sought the help of Valtos’ group when the artifacts surfaced as diggings were being done to 
lay down water pipes and check the integrity of the church’s foundation. 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/erika-sauler
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/519283/aging-malate-church-still-packs-a-surprise
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“We were really surprised and frightened because we are not suited to handle these sensitive materials,” 

Manalo said. “When the archaeologists came in, every time we dig they’re there, and whatever came out 

of the ground, they gave it a thorough look.” 

Read more: http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/519283/aging-malate-church-still-packs-a-surprise#ixzz2laKpFD9c  

 

 

Committee Reports & Announcements  
 

Program 
Calendar 
 

These are the scheduled dates of our future activities and meetings.   

 
 

February 25, 2014 

Annual General Membership Meeting 
Speaker: Dr. Mary Jane Louise Bolunia 

Topic: A Look at the Ceramics Collection of the Archaeology Division of the 

National Museum: In Retrospect  

 
 

 

 

March 15, 2014 

Field trip 

To view the collection of Edwin Bautista  

 
 

 

April 29, 2014 

Regular Meeting 

Show & Tell – a workshop on Green-glazed ceramics 

Venue: The home of Rita Tan 
 
 

 

May 17, 2014 

Field trip 
To view the collection of Chita Gatbonton  

 
 

 

June 24, 2014 

Regular Meeting 
Speaker: Pinky Troesch, on Kraak ware 

 
 
 

 

August 26, 2014 

Regular Meeting 
Speaker: Ambeth Ocampo 

 
 
 

 

October 28, 2014 (tentative) 

Regular Meeting 
Speaker: Edwin Bautista 

 
 
 

 

December 11, 2014 

Regular Meeting and OCSP Christmas Party 
Speaker: Angela Quila, on Zhangzhou ware 

 
 
 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/519283/aging-malate-church-still-packs-a-surprise#ixzz2laKpFD9c
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Hosting & Logistics 
We would like to thank our hosts for the December 2013 Regular Meeting and Christmas Party.  Thank 

you Rita Tan for welcoming us to your home.  Following tradition, dinner at the December Christmas 

party was hosted by the board members.  

 
 

Membership 
Membership Fees 

 

Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines 
Renewal of Membership Dues 2014-2015 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

This is a cheerful reminder for everyone to pay their 2014 annual fees as soon as possible. 
 

2014 Membership fees are as follows: 

1. Regular Member: resident of Metro Manila or other parts of the Philippines  

Annual Dues: PHP 1,800.00 (individual) 

 PHP 2,700.00 (couple) 
2. Overseas Member 

Annual Dues: USD 30.00 
 

Payment Remittance Alternatives: 
1. Payment can be made at our next meeting.  Please approach our Treasurer, Dexter Go, or 

our Membership Committee Chair, Mary Garlicki. 
 

2. Check Payment payable to Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines which can be mailed 

to:  

Dexter Go, Treasurer 

The Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines Inc. 
P.O. Box 80 

Dasmariñas Village 

1222 Makati, Metro Manila 
 

3. For other arrangements such as pick-up in Greenhills and Makati areas, please contact 

Dexter Go, Treasurer, via his mobile at +63 917 321 2168 or email  
dexter.go@spanasiacarrier.com  

 

We look forward to receiving your dues. 

 

 

 

Library 
By Candy Reidenbach 

 

New Donations 
Our library has been receiving a lot of love these past few months.  I’m happy to report that we have 

received so many new books that I now have a backlog cataloguing and am labelling them all.  Suffice it 

to say, it has made us (Deliza and Candy) happy librarians.  
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The newsletter of the Philippine Numismatic & Antiquarian Society (PNAS) was sent to us by PNAS 

Chairman and OCSP member F. William L. Villareal.  Willy wrote many of the articles.  Their publication 

contains articles on symbols used by the Philippine masons. He also sent us an invitation to their regular 

auction. 
 

Philippine Numismatic & Antiquarian Society 

Monographs No.31 

November 2013 
 

Contents: 

 The Paterno Medal 

 Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the 
Philippines 

 Luxid 596367 

 Ateneo de Manila High School 1963 Golden 

Anniversary 

 Club News 
 

 

 
Brigitte Macdonald, one of our OCSP overseas members, mailed to us a 

catalog of The Porcelain Collection Dresden. On the card that was attached, she 
writes: 

 

This is to share with you the pleasure of this recent visit to Dresden. 

Enjoy viewing and donate to OCSP  

 
All warmest wishes, pending a visit to Manila... not scheduled yet.  

Meantime I will look you up on Facebook. 

 

Love, Brigitte  
 

Dresden's porcelain collection is one of the 

art collections started by Augustus the Strong 

(1670-1733), Elector of Saxony and King of 
Poland.  The masterpieces of art which he 

acquired over the course of the years gave 

his city of residence worldwide renown as a 

major cultural center.  At the time of his 
death, the Elector-King owned about 35,000 

examples of porcelain of the highest quality 

from China and Japan as well as from the manufactory in Meissen, which was 

founded by him in 1710. 

 
 

 

Received in the Mail 
We received a few publications in the mail.  There was a mix- up at the post office, so 

we received some of our mail several months late.   

 

One of the items we were only recently able to retrieve was an invitation to an October 
2013 event in London, Asian Art in London (www.asianartinlondon.com). This is an 

annual 10-day event offering gallery- selling exhibitions, auctions, receptions, lectures 

and seminars.  
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We also recently received a copy of the London-based Oriental Ceramic Society Newsletter, Issue Number 

21, May 2013. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Come and visit the OCSP Library!   

 

Our library is housed at the Pacific Office Machines Building, 28 EDSA, Greenhills, San Juan City, Metro 
Manila.  Visits to the OCSP Library are by appointment.  You can contact our librarians, Deliza Ridoloso or 

Candy Reidenbach at info@ocsphil.org or call them at 722-6970. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Newsletter 
Our newsletter Editor-In-Chief is Toto Gonzalez. 
 

Please send your contributions, suggestions, and feedback to Candy Reidenbach, Newsletter Assistant-

Editor, at newsletter@ocsphil.org or +63 917 859 4331.  Or you can send your messages to Toto 

Gonzalez via his Facebook page.   
 

In particular, we are looking for contributions for the new feature, MY FAVORITE PIECE.  Please tell us 

about your favorite piece in your collection.  If you have a photo handy, please include this with your 

contribution, or we can schedule a visit where we can photograph your piece. 

 
Our photographers for this newsletter are Deliza Ridoloso, Toto Gonzales, and Candy Reidenbach.  

 

Past issues of the OCSP Newsletter can be downloaded and viewed from our web site: 

http://www.ocsphil.org/oriental-ceramic-philippines-newsletter-2 

In Memoriam 
 

The OCSP would like to express our condolences to Olga Severino Martel, on the passing of her 
husband, Jose Villarica Martel, who passed away on March 3, 2014 at the age of 86. 

mailto:newsletter@ocsphil.org
http://www.ocsphil.org/oriental-ceramic-philippines-newsletter-2


Newsletter of the Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines Page 14  
 
 

 

OCSP Board of Directors for 2013-2014 
 

Name Officer Position Committee Chairperson 

Erlinda E. Panlilio President  

Deliza Ridoloso Vice President,  

Corresponding Secretary 

Library/Archives 

Dexter Go Treasurer  

Jacqueline Vega Recording & Corporate Secretary  

Augusto Gonzalez III  Newsletter 

Candy Reidenbach  Library/Archives 

Nening Manahan ex officio Programs Committee. Logistics & 

Hosting Committee 

 

 

 
 

How to contact OCSP 
There are many ways to get in touch with us. We have started to use more electronic means of 

communication.  We have our web site, which is interesting to see because it has a list of all of our past 

publications, and is also where we archive our monthly newsletters.  We recently set up a Facebook page, 
for more “current events”.  Please like our Facebook page so that you can get updates when we have 

events.  Click on this link (www.facebook.com/ocsphil) or look for Oriental Ceramic Society of the 

Philippines on Facebook. 

 
 

Below is a complete list of ways to get in touch with us: 

MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 80, Dasmariñas Village, Makati City, Metro Manila 

TWITTER:  @orientalceramic 

FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/ocsphil 
WEB SITE:  www.ocsphil.org 

EMAIL ADDRESS: info@ocsphil.org 

NEWSLETTER EMAIL: newsletter@ocsphil.org 

http://www.facebook.com/ocsphil
http://www.facebook.com/ocsphil
http://www.ocsphil.org/
mailto:info@ocsphil.org
mailto:newsletter@ocsphil.org

