
   
NEWSLETTER 

Tumultuous, often lethal encounters with the Spaniards in 
the 16th c resulted in  numerous casualties being suffered by the 
coastal inhabitants of Ilocos in Northwestern Luzon, Philippines. The 
Spaniards exacted tribute from the coastal natives with guns a’ 
blazing. At contact in 1572, Spanish population estimate for the 
general Ilocos area was 43,000 habitantes. This number was 
considerably reduced by 70% in 1610 (Newson 2009). Coastal 
inhabitants started to retreat (remontado) to the relatively 
invulnerable interior river valleys of Abra as well as the western slopes 
of the Grand Cordillera mountain range interiors in order to avoid 
paying tribute  (Keesing 1962). Those who remained in the coastal 
settlements; on the other hand, underwent the long transformative 
process reduccion converting them to “civilized” natives-- the Ilocano, 
who have come to learn the ways and the customs of their colonizer. 
Two centuries later, efforts of Augustinian missionaries seemed to pay- 
off when some remontados were enticed to return to the coastal 
areas, notably in the 19th c. 

The coastal Ilocos processes (outlined above) which was set- 
off by Spanish colonialism have been revealed in the systematic 
excavation and analysis of Sapilang Archaeological Site or the ancient 
settlement of “Calanutian.” The “conjunctive approach” of historical 
archaeology and ethnohistory (to be defined in this paper) has allowed 
us to unravel the story of Calanutian.  The site cultural stratigraphy 
together with artifact assemblages was set in the backdrop of Ilocos 
Ethnohistory.  

Below are the major inferences brought forward in this 
volume: 

First, Sapilang archaeological site (NM code I-2011-H1) 
appears to have been the location of the ancient village of Calanutian 
(Caluntian) which in 1574 had an estimated 100 houses based on the 
tribute collections of Juan de Salcedo and Martin de Goiti. 

Second, this settlement appears to have been articulated in 
an intra-island and overseas trade and exchange network which 
developed as early as the 12th c based on the Sapilang artifacts. 
Foreign artifacts like ivory dagger hilt fragments, Chinese coins, 
various types of beads (Chinese, Indopacific, carnelian, etc.), 
stoneware, and tradeware ceramic sherds were sourced to China, 
Vietnam, Thailand, and Indo-Malaysia (12th to 16th c). Dental 
ornamentation/ modification using gold also indicates an upland -
lowland exchange relationship with the gold extracting ethnolinguistic 
groups in Luzon (i.e. Ibaloi, Bontok). 

Third, there was a shift noted in site usage from habitation 
cum burial to agricultural as evidenced by both plow marks and the 
consequent churning of 13th c to 16th c archaeological materials in 
layer B. This was then overlain by another horizontal, cultural layer 
(A) that indicates a shift back to habitation, just before the 
contemporary period. Ethnohistorical sources were then consulted to 
shed light on the above sequences of events. 

Fourth, after reviewing relevant ethnohistorical materials 
available, the following sequence of site utilization for Calanutian has 
been understood; 

i. 12th to 16th c Proto T/I1 settlement 

ii.  17th c abandonment due to remontado 

iii.  Mid to late 17th c conversion to agricultural land 

probably owned by a Sinait (cabecera)- based 

elite, 

“Ceramics of Calauntian in Sinait, Ilocos Sur 
Archaeological Site:  

The Vietnamese Connection?” 
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iv. 18th c Tingguian/ Itneg resettlement site 

(Rancheria or active Christian mission).  

v. Contemporary Barangay Calanutian of the 

Municipality of Sinait. Properties of the Yanoria 

and Yagin families. 

Finally, the proto T/I exhibit a material culture that is 
closely related to the Tingguian/ Itneg ethnolinguistic group of 
Northwestern Luzon, as demonstrated in a survey of their 
ethnographies dating to as early as the 17th c. Interestingly, 
ethnographers behind these early works commonly agree that the 
Tingguian/ Itneg is a highly sophisticated and culturally- complex 
group compared to the other “non Christian tribes” of Northern Luzon 
(Colin 1663, Gironiere 1854, delos Reyes 1887, Worcester 1906, Cole 
1909 & 1922). 
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Bits of the oldest known pottery, some 2,000 
years older than previously found pieces, have been 
uncovered in China, researchers said in the US journal 
Science on Thursday. 

The fragments were believed to belong to a 
community of roving hunter-gatherers some 20,000 
years ago and apparent scorch marks indicate they 
may have been used in cooking. 

However, their early dating, determined by a 
recent radiocarbon analysis of the nearby sediment, 
indicates that the pottery came long before the 
advent of agriculture, perhaps by as many as 10,000 
years. 
And the pieces are older than other similar finds in 
hunter-gatherer contexts in China, Japan, and the 
Russian Far East, said the study. 

The pottery was found in the Xianrendong 
Cave in northern Jiangxi Province, China, some 100 
kilometers (60 miles) south of the Yangtze River. 
Radiocarbon dating shows that the cave was likely 
used by people from about 29,000 years ago until 
17,500 years ago. It was then abandoned and 
reoccupied from about 14,500 years ago until 12,000 
years ago. 

The earliest pottery found in the cave is 
believed to date back about 20,000 years ago, said 
the study by researchers at Peking University in 
China, Boston University and Harvard University in the 
United States, and Eberhard Karls University in 
Germany. 

That period was known as the Last Glacial 
Maximum (LGM), about 25,000 to 19,000 years ago. 
An accompanying commentary by Gideon Shelach, 
professor in department of East Asian Studies, Hebrew 
University suggested that even though the pottery 
may predate farming, "scarcity of resources during 
the LGM forced people to develop better ways of 
collecting and processing food." 

 

Oldest Known Pottery is Found in China 

From: http://ph.news.yahoo.com/oldest-known-

pottery-found-china-202732861.html 

  

 

 

 

The Belitung shipwreck brought to the limelight the 
“humdrum” Ch’angsha wares.  If only because so much of it 
was manufactured in  9th century China, these wares are 
considered “ordinary” and “modest” by known ceramic 
scholars such as Tsugio Mikami of Japan. 
 
Ch’angsha wares are known to have been manufactured in the 
Tongguan kilns in Hunan  province of South China, but rather   
than just one, there are usually numerous kilns in every 
complex of kilns in a single county in China. 
 
Although a variety of shapes are known to have been 
manufactured, the more popular forms among the few 
specimen that we have encountered in the Philippines are 
mostly bowls and ewers.  The more unique pieces (not known 
to have been encountered locally) are believed to have been 
influenced by West Asian metal wares (T. Mikami, 1980). 
 
When I went to the Science Museum at Marina Bay Sands in 
Singapore last year (month of September), to view objects 
recovered from the wreck of the Belitung (also known as “Tang 
wreck” and Batu Hitam),  I could hardly believe the astounding 
quantities of Ch’angsha wares on display.   
 
Row upon row of uniform sized bowls lined up in almost 
military fashion creating an  illusion, appearing to be double in 
number as they were magnified  by the huge mirrors lining the 
walls of the softly lighted room in the Basement . 
 
The most common decoration on these bowls were vegetal 
grass-like strokes in muted colors in the concave interior.  
There were also sketchy figures of birds, trees (palmettos), as 
well as geometric patterns.  There are bowls inscribed with 
Chinese characters as well as incantations in Arabic script.  

 
A distinct pattern of broken lines and small circles are 
reminiscent of ancient Persian designs, a clear indication of 
the preferences of an “ordering market” somewhere in the 
Middle East. 
 
Within the mainland of China itself, the most sherdage of 
Ch’angsha wares have been unearthed in the vicinity of ports 
such as Yangzhou in Jiangsu and Ningbo in Zhejiang.  These 
ports were active during the late Tang period. 
 
An important feature of Ch’angsha bowls are inscriptions of 
calendar dates, an undeniable clue as to their time of 
manufacture and when they may have been exported, perhaps 
one of the earliest of Chinese ceramics to have found itself in 
the trade. 
 
Ch’angsha ware was believed to have been excavated by a 
National Museum team headed by Prof. Alfredo Evangelista 
and Maharlika Cuevas at the Laurel site in Batangas.  There 
have been various other reports of finds here and  there.  A 
few pieces (ewers as well as bowls) as well as sherds have 
certainly surfaced at dealers’ shops. 

 
However, I would credit immeasurable “value” although 
it has been couched in incredibly “cautious” terms, the 
few lines I found in a Preliminary Report in the  
“Archaeo Section” of the National Museum while 
conducting research for a book on Batangas published by 
the Ayala Museum. 

 

Tang in the Philippines 

By Cynthia Ongpin-Valdes 
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OCSP Community Bulletin Board 

Many thanks to Betty Go Roxas-Chua for hosting the OCSP June 2012 Regular Members Meeting. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   
 

  

 

 

  

        Chichi Laperal   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Migs Canilao soon after being introduced 
by OCSP President Nening Manahan 2 

Canilao lecturing on the the 
archaeological dig in Ilocos Sur 

Nina Dizon and 
Pinky Treosch 

Colleen Mangun 
and Mary Garlicki 

Dr. Thomas Ingicco Anna Mirren 
Nenit Paterno 

 

Call for Articles:  
The OCSP Newsletter Committee is  inv it ing 
all OCSP members to submit art ic les  for the 
OCSP Newsletter .  Please send your art ic les  to 
OCSP Newsletter Editor E l iza Romualdez -
Valtos at el izarv@yahoo.com or if  you have 
any inquir ies  or comments regarding the 
news letter .  Deadl ine for the October  is sue 
is  October  2,  2012 .  Please take note there 
wil l  be no honorar ium for art ic les  published.  
 
 

 

Call for Volunteers:  
The Univers ity  of the Phil ippines  
Archaeological Studies Program Palawan 
Room is  call ing for  volunteers  to help identify  
tradeware sherds col lected from var ious s ites  in  
the country.  Please contact E l iza Romualdez -
Valtos for  an appointment.  Mobile:  
+69178918941  & email :  e l izarv@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Roselle Reidenbach 
De Pio 

Migs Canilao, Anna Pineda, Nening 
Manahan, Omar Choa, Dr. Thomas Ingicco 

and Deon Dasallas 

Gayia Beye,  Deliza Ridolozo, 
Dexter Go, Eliza Romualdez-

Valtos and Roselle 
Reidenbach De Pio 

 

 

 

 

 

University of the Philippines 
Graduate students Deone 
Dasallas  and Anna Pineda   

Cynthia Ongpin -Valdes 

Candy Reidenbach 

Nenit Paterno and 
Pinky Treosch 

Betty Go Roxas-Chua and  
Avelina Castillo Jansen 

mailto:elizarv@yahoo.com
mailto:elizarv@yahoo.com
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 OCSP Members At Work 

  

OCSP Members were 
enjoined to identify 
materials recovered 
from Migs Canilao’s site 
in  Ilocos Sur.  
 
Among the materials 
identified by members, 
metal period pottery and 
Vietnamese ceramics. 
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