
Save the Date: 

October 25, 2011 
  

NEWSLETTER 

The article below is from Toto Gonzales blog entitled 
Filipino nary-tage, not heritage  dated April 27, 2012. 
In it Gonzales recounts snippets of Bambi Harper’s 
talk during the Oriental Ceramic Society of the 
Philippines April Meeting and Lecture. 
 

“I don’t have any explanation why the Filipinos are 

like this…???” and Bambi threw her arms in the air. 

After Bambi had spoken, there was an open forum 

and Mary, a Canadian, asked:  “Why don’t the 

Filipinos establish an organization that will 

maintain and conserve these historic structures … 

something like Britain’s ‘National Trust’?” 

 

We all knew that we already had HCS Heritage 

Conservation Society, of which several in our 

group were members.  But funding so that it 

could have “teeth and claws” was an entirely 
different story… 
 

Anti-Heritage Harper 

The Making of Sibaltan Community Museum 

In 2010, the University of the Philippines’ 

Archaeological Studies Program [UP-ASP] 

conducted a field school in Sibaltan, a barangay 

located at the Eastern Coast of El Nido. The 

biggest number of participants came from the 

University of Washington [UW] and the rest came 

from different schools in South East Asia and 

Korea. In that season, the team discovered 

remnants of a trading community that lived 

 between 500-1500 AD. 

Before the field school closed, Dr. Victor Paz, the 

exhibits at the Barangay Hall. The site served as 
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field school director, ordered the installation of 

the temporary museum of Sibaltan community. 

 

Lace Thornberg from UW and Mindy Ceron from 

UP-ASP led the setting up of exhibits. The opening 

was well-attended by community members and 

politicians as well. 

 

After 2 years, Lace Thornberg returned to help the 

community expand their community museum 

through a series of workshops. The first workshop 

started on April 8, 2012. It was then that the  
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Centuries-Old Fourth Balanghai Boat Excavated in Butuan City 

 By http://www.interaksyon.com/lifestyle/centuries-old-fourth-balanghai-boat-excavated-in-butuan-city 

 
 and Malaysian boats, they have points that show similar boat 

construction techniques. They use the same shell-first boat 

building, with the planks connected edge to edge using the 

wooden dowels. And they are lashed with the dugs to flexible 

rids. They just lashed it with fibers, nails are not used.” 

 

Lacsima who is currently studying for her doctorate degree 

on archaeology in Australia is doing research studies on 

traditional boat-building especially on South East Asian boat-

building traditions. 
 

She pointed out that compared to those discovered on the 

oldest site found in Malaysia, which dates around third or 

fourth century AD, there is only a slight difference between 

the two regarding their construction because there are 

indications that the fourth Balanghai’s creators also used the 

sewing technology.  One major difference she observed is 

that they use edge-pegging of the planks together with 

sewing. 
 

Alfredo Orogo, National Museum Researcher suggested that 

the work being done at the moment is just an initial digging 

and it might take two to three months, depending on the 

budget. 
 

Orogo added, “Maybe this coming June, there will be another 

team of researcher who will come and continue the research 

and excavation. The plan for the Balangay 4 is to let it remain 

after exposing.  This will be made into a site museum and 

become one of Butuan City’s tourist destinations.” 

 

The flotilla of the Balanghai Boats was accidentally 

discovered by treasure hunters back in 1976 after which 

archaeologists from the National Museum took over the site 

and recorded nine boats buried in the ground. 
 

From the nine original boats discovered in Barangay 

Libertad, Balanghais 1, 2, and 5 were dug up. Balanghai 1 is 

dated back to 320 AD, Boat 2 to 1250 AD, and Boat 5 to 

around 900 AD. Balanghai Boats 1,2 and 5 were declared 

back in March 9, 1986 as National Cultural Treasures under 

Proclamation 86 by the late President Cory Aquino. Boat 2 is 

now on display at the Maritime Hall of the National Museum 

in Manila. While Boat 5, which has the most intact structure, 

is displayed at the National Museum site in Barangay 

Libertad in Butuan City. 

 
The discovery of the boats sealed the claim that 
Butuan City was once a seafaring community trading 
with Srivijayan Empire in Southeast Asia and China as 
early as 10th century AD. So far, shards of pottery also 
found in the fourth Balanghai boat site further 
indicate the thriving civilization in Butuan, and the 

Philippines in general, long before the arrival of 
Spanish colonizers. The Balanghai Boats are also 

referred to as Butuan boats. 

A museum technician of the National Museum cleans parts of the 
wooden plank of the boat to remove mud during the archeological 
excavation of the fourth Balanghai Boat in Barangay Libertad in Butuan 

City. Photo by Erwin Mascarinas, InterAksyon.com. 

BUTUAN CITY—Two decades after the first three centuries-old 

Balanghai boats, or ancient wooden watercraft, were dug out, six 

archaeologists from the Philippine National Museum in Manila 

together with personnel from the Regional Museum here have 

excavated the fourth Balanghai boat where the previous three 

boats were dug back in the 1980′s at the Ambangan site in 

Barangay Libertad. 

 

Wilfredo Ronquillo, Chief Archaeologist of Philippine National 

Museum expressed how impressed he and his team are of the 

rich historic cultural heritage of Butuan. 

 

Ronquillo said, “The people who have been studying these kinds 

of technology saw that there are slight differences in how it was 

constructed compared to the previous boats dug here. They are 

not identical, although the general scheme is almost the same. 

The artistic ways of each boat maker, the skill of our early 

predecessors are what we see here. When they made this, there 

was no blue print, no plans. It’s amazing.. 

 

The chief archaeologist added that they hope to open the site, 

expose the boat, study, measure, and extract all data that can be 

generated from it and in comparison with the other boats of 

South-East Asia. 
 

Ligaya Lacsina, Museum Researcher 1 of the Archaeology 

Division of the National Museum explained, “It is interesting 

because compared to excavated Indonesian and Malaysian boats, 

they have points that show similar boat construction techniques. 

They use the same shell-first boat building, with the planks 

connected edge to edge using the wooden dowels. And they 

are lashed with the dugs to flexible rids. They just lashed it with 

fibers, nails are not used.” 

 

Ligaya Lacsina, Museum Researcher 1 of the Archaeology 
Division of the National Museum explained,  “It is 
interesting because compared to excavated Indonesian 

http://www.interaksyon.com/lifestyle/centuries-old-fourth-balanghai-boat-excavated-in-butuan-city
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OCSP Community Bulletin Board 

Many thanks to Eliza Romualdez-Valtos for hosting the OCSP’s Member’s 
Meeting last April! And to all the co-hosts, Maraming Salamat! 
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22. Silvia Lichuaco sharing her experience in the field of heritage conservation 23. Nening turning over the mike to 
Jessie 24. Jessie Coe Lichauco sharing her wisdom 25. Werner Troesch 26 - 27. “We go a long way back!” 28.Tina 
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 ” to redesign the Immaculate Conception parish 

church to the Cathedral of Cubao.  Both Bishop 

Ongtioco and Mr. del Casal are gentlemen of 

uncompromisingly elegant tastes and their 

collaboration has been exceptional.  Combined 

with the generous funding of Captain Oca and the 

other benefactors, the result is an absolute artistic 

marvel unique in these islands [ except for the 

very few areas where Mr. del Casal was not 

involved ]. 

 

It’s the “Uglification of the Philippines,” and the 

average Filipino is powerless against it.  Poor guy.  

What he thinks is beautiful is actually ugly by 

world standards. 

Unless the Filipinos of culture and resources act — 

the intelligentsia, the culturati, and the plutocracy 

— there will be nary a trace of “Filipino heritage” – 

whatever little of it remains  - in the near future. 

 

 It isn’t just those pine trees in Baguio which  

everyone is babbling about;  the overly emotional 

public outcry is probably the work of the dirty 

tricks department of a law or public relations firm 

in Manila.  The beautiful Baguio of old [ Session 

road, Burnham park, Baguio cathedral, the 

convents of various religious congregations, 

elegant mountain villas and gardens in the 

Leonard Wood area, Wright park, "Mansion House" 

the presidential summer residence, the original 

Baguio country club, the American Camp John Hay, 

etc. ] has long been ruined anyway by political 

greed, disorganized development, and multitudes 

of squatters from all over the country. 

   

It isn’t like the SM group is committing the gravest 

sin removing those pine trees;  far worse atrocities 

have already been committed and even more are in 

the offing.  It’s sooooo much else all over the 

country and inside all of us…  Sooooo much of our 

national heritage has been destroyed, is still being 

destroyed, and will still be destroyed — all in the 

name of “progress.”  We Filipinos inherited the 

“disposable” mentality imposed subliminally by our 

American colonizers:  We throw everything away, 

including ourselves.  We have thrown our sense of 

national identity away in a frenzy of 

“globalization,” to the extent that our youth now 

want to emulate our black, Negro brothers — not 

even in their native Africa — but in hiphop Harlem 

in New York city, in the United States. 

 

The problem with a lot of the Roman Catholic 

parish priests, specially those assigned to the 

heritage churches, is that they sincerely think that 

what they like for their parish churches is beautiful 

and suitable, when most of the time, it is exactly 

the opposite… 

 

Very rare are the likes of Diocese of Cubao Bishop 

Honesto Ongtioco D.D. who engaged the services 
of patrician artist Rafael del Casal “carte blanche 

Anti Heritage Harper from page 1 

The Making of Sibaltan … from page 1 

community realized that they have more than 

archaeology to exhibit – they are also rich in 

culture and natural resources. 

 

As of this writing, Lace already filmed “Tapa,” a 

Cuyunon healing ritual. She also collected several 

stories about legends and hunting practices. 

History of Sibaltan is already near completion after 

several workshops while the plants for the herbal 

garden are already growing. 

Both curiosity and anticipation grows in the 

community as they participate in the said 

workshops. For them, this is an opportunity to 

learn and earn. Currently, Sibaltan is attracting an 

average of 4 foreign tourists a day and some 

boatmen and restaurant owners benefit from this. 

The expansion of the community museum will be 

an additional attraction for tourists and more 

learning opportunity for the people of Sibaltan, a 

perfect combination for a happy future of this 

rural village. [Arvin Acosta, El Nido Tourism] 
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 OCSP Members At Work 

All in a nights work. OCSP Board Members 
Dexter Go, Ana Miren, Ian Fish and Deliza 
Ridolozo updating OCSP Membership List  
and collecting membership dues.  

 

 

 

 

Toto Gonzalez “bagged & 
tagged” as the newest 

member of the OCSP.  



 


